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                                                                     December 2011 
 
Dear People of River of Life, 
 
 Iôve been reflecting on something unique weôve been able to do, 
that doesnôt happen very easily in many congregations.  We have been 
telling ñGod storiesò about ourselves.  I donôt know if many Lutherans 
find this so difficult because we are trying to be humble and not presume 
we are remarkable or noticed by God or others.  Or perhaps our                 
imaginations get cramped into our patterns and we just donôt think crea-
tively about how God is active in all of our life experiences.   
 
 Those who worship at River of Life may have more practice tell-
ing faith stories than others, since we share every Sunday during Com-
munity Time.  Yet all summer at River of Life church members went a 
step further and told personal ñGodò stories about how the Old Testa-
ment stories connected with their own lives.  From adoption to being a 
midwife during a war, we all saw Godôs hand somewhere, in stories from 
Scripture.  On All Saints Sunday, two elders of the congregation, one 
American and one African, shared stories about following Godôs vision, 
from their own lives. 
 
 Now in the Advent and Christmas seasons we are uniquely posi-
tioned to not just talk about, but live the core message:  God became 
flesh and dwells among us!  God is here, in our human stories:  our 
celebrations and heartbreaks.  God is in our everyday life stories, and 
we play a key role in what God is doing from day to day, too.  Next sev-
eral families will help us all tell the Nativity story alongside our own faith 
stories on December 18th.  God invites us all to be part of living and tell-
ing Godôs story in our time. 
 
                   Pastor Lee Ann 
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On the Pastorôs Bookshelf This Month ï What Are You Reading for Inspiration?  
 

¶ The Faith Club: A Muslim, a Christian, a Jew ï Three Women Search for Under-
standing 
By Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner 
 

¶ Mighty Be Our Powers: How Sisterhood, Prayer, and Sex Changed a Nation at 
War  
By Leymah Gbowee 
 

¶ Godôs Long Summer: Stories of Faith and Civil Rights 
By Charles Marsh 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekend Meals for Winter Shelter  
 

River of Life opened our gymnasium for a 2 nd year of a winter emergency homeless 

shelter on November 1 st . We can house overnight up to 40 men, in the shelter run 

by St. Stephenõs Human Services. Weeknight suppers are of course conveniently 

provided by Loaves and Fishes, but individuals or groups who wish to provide                

supper for about 40 people on Saturday or Sunday evenings can sign up to do so on 

the Google calendar posted on our website. Several neighboring congregations had 

asked if they could help, so weõve created a way to take turns with weekend meals. 
      

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&field-author=Leymah%20Gbowee
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Countdown to Recovery  
 

How is the Lutheran church responding to the continuing needs of North Minneapo-
lis following the May 2011 tornado? With the help of Lutheran Social Services, an 
effort called ñCountdown to Recoveryò is underway to make our unique contribution! 
The Countdown will include providing the following for families impacted by the    
tornado: 
 
¶ 10 Cars 
¶ 9 Familyôs winter clothes 
¶ 8 School uniforms 
¶ 7 Familyôs full bedding (mattresses, sheets, blankets) 
¶ 6 Familyôs groceries for a full week 
¶ 5 Home businesses supported 
¶ 4 Patch and repair projects 
¶ 3 Food pantries restocked (Northpoint, Salvation Army, Little Kitchen) 
¶ 2 Landscaping Projects  
¶ 1 Roof repair 

 
Contributions that have been made to the Minneapolis Area Synod will take care of 
some of the countdown items. If any of these needs are calling you or a group you 
are a part of to respond, please contact Pastor Melissa Pohlman at Christ English 
Lutheran Church, the coordinator of this project for Lutheran Social Services, at 
(612) 521-3493.  
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

If you have a friend, neighbor, relative or fellow parishioner that is going through a 
tough time in their lifeðthink about giving them a prayer shawl.  Stop by the church 
office to pick up a prayer shawl and a prayer card.  If you already knit or crochet, 
please feel free to submit a shawl to the church office.  Shawls will be collected until 
there is enough for a óBlessing of the Shawlsô during a chosen church service date.  
All shawls must be blessed before given out.  Thanks and blessings to our knitters 
as they continue to craft these beautiful shawls.  Let us as members of River of Life 
continue this ministry and spread the word of the Lord.  Call Luenn Lodin  if you 
have questions at 612-522-7692. 
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    Project Homeless Connect ï www.homelessconnectminneapolis.org 

  

 Thereõs still time to volunteer for the next Minneapolis Project Homeless Connect! Pro-

ject Homeless Connect brings volunteers of all ages, backgrounds, and experience levels 

together to serve people in our community experiencing homelessness. There are a variety 

of volunteer opportunities, but the majority of volunteers will act as guides, partnering with 

guests to help them find the resources they want.  

 

The guides and guests will complete a quick intake to identify service priorities for the 

day, and will then explore the site to visit service providers. A sit -down lunch will be pro-

vided. A background in social services is not required; however, you do need a sense of hu-

mor, the willingness to help, and the ability to be on your feet for relatively long periods. All 

first-time volunteers are required to attend a training and orientation session. Returning vol-

unteers are strongly encouraged to attend. Volunteers must be at least 18 years of age. 

Volunteer trainings are happening December 1 st, 5th and 7 th. Register online.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Seminary of the Streets: Poverty Simulation  
ñFace the Facts: Understanding Urban Povertyò 
Participants will be divided into families of 5, with descriptions of your employment and finan-
cial situations. Your challenge is to make it through a month in the city living on a very limited 
budget. You will do this by visiting each station listed on your checklist without running out of 
money. You will need to find housing, daycare, transportation, and health insurance. In addi-
tion you will need to pay for household expenses, food clothing and entertainment. As you 
work your way through the month, stopping at all of these stations, keep in mind that the is-
sues your ñpretendò family faces are real issues for people affected by poverty. 
 
Location: Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches, 1001 East Lake Street, Minneapolis 

Time: Thursday, January 12, 2012, 6 -8 pm (meal from Midtown Global Market at 5:15 

pm)  

Open to all interested adults in the Minneapolis Area Synod, friends and neighbors, 

at no cost.  

RSVP online: http://familyof5.eventbrite.com  

http://www.homelessconnectminneapolis.org
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African Stoles  
 

 The long narrow piece of fabric pastors wear while conducting worship 

services, called stoles, always tell a story. They often have symbols repre-

senting the key images from whatever church season we are in. The color of 

the stole always refers to the season. Sometimes they tell a personal story, 

for example, Pastor Lee Annõs red stole was made by her godmother, for Lee 

Annõs ordination. Some pastors or church members bring back a stole from a 

mission trip. Sometimes stoles are made to stay in a specific congregation, to 

match the altar cloths, or òparamentsó. Given the rich symbolism and story-

telling nature of these stoles, it makes sense that the pastor at a church like 

River of Life should have a stole or two made out of fabric from Africa. And 

if River of Lifeõs pastor should have one, there would surely be pastors of 

other Lutheran, Methodist, Episcopal, and other Protestant denominations, 

with African members, who would proudly wear such stoles as well!  

 

River of Life has a perfect opportunity to start a micro -business making 

African fabric stoles, with the 2012 ALLIA (All Liberian Lutherans In the 

Americas) Convention coming up here next August. Youth Enterprise can print 

an ALLIA logo if we can sew the stoles. Every congregation who participates 

could purchase and take home an ALLIA stole to their pastor! This large or-

der of stoles will be made with fabrics that contain some green (for the long 

season of Pentecost) but other colors could be made for other seasons even-

tually, selling over the internet or all synod gatherings. Sonee Thomson, 

daughter of Horace Gbanoe, has already taken the initiative to sew some sam-

ples and create a pattern. Soon weõll gather as many members as wish to, to 

sew. Part of the proceeds of each stole sold will go to the sewer, and part to 

River of Life, after material costs are covered. Weõll be applying for a small 

grant from our local Thrivent chapter for start -up costs. This is a unique con-

tribution River of Life can make to the Church in the U.S.!    

 
 

 

 

  

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

    
RoL is a Chosen as ñTeaching Congregationò by Rufus Kudee 
 
 ñTeaching Congregationsò are a component in Masters of Divinity training to 
become an ordained pastoral leader in the church, and a requirement for the M. 
Div degree from Luther Seminary. The graduation requirement for all M.Div. stu-
dents is four semesters. Students are asked to involve themselves in the life of a 
specific congregation, as an active church member and evolving leader would. 
How they are involved depends upon the intersection between their gifts and tal-
ents and the congregation's needs. They participate in congregational life with the 
mentoring guidance of the congregation's pastor and the congregation provides 
the context for connecting coursework. 
 
 Mr. Rufus Kudee began visiting River of Life this past summer, while he was 
in summer Greek, prior to beginning his M.Div. degree at Luther Seminary. He 
and his wife Lucinda Kudee are originally from Phebe, in Bong County, Liberia. 
Rufus attended Bible college in Nigeria, then served as a non-ordained pastor to 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church (a church of the Lutheran Church in Liberia) in the 
Buduburam Refugee Camp in Accra, Ghana, from 2000 to 2004. In 2004, Rufus, 
his wife, and older daughter Princess moved to Columbus, Ohio. In Columbus, 
Rufus was asked to help start an ELCA worshipping congregation for African im-
migrants. After a few years another pastor was able to take over, and Rufus and 
his family were free to move to Minnesota so that Lucinda could pursue a nursing 
degree. Their younger daughter Rufina was born in the U.S. With Lucindaôs de-
gree completed, it is now Rufusô turn to pursue a full Masters of Divinity degree at 
Luther Seminary.  
 
 Rufus asked to make River of Life his ñteaching congregationò in October, 
and Pastor Lee Ann gladly agreed. He has been a reader for worship at River of 
Life twice already (once filling in for someone who did not show) and will also rep-
resent our congregation as a reader at the ecumenical Thanksgiving worship ser-
vice on November 23

rd
. He has agreed to preach for the Watch Night service on 

New Yearôs Eve, and will likely bring one of the 4 teaching sermons of ñHow to 
Read the Bibleò in January. His leadership will help with our visioning retreats too. 
Welcome to Rufus, Lucinda, Princess (age 15) & Rufina (age 3) Kudee.   
.   



 
 

There are always volunteer opportunities at the Augustana Care Center.  

Beauty Shop Escorts are needed on Tuesdays, from 9:30 a.m. until 1:00 

p.m.  Gift Shop Clerks are needed on Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. until 4:00 

p.m.  Thrift Shop Clerks are needed on Thursdays from Noon until 3:00 

p.m.  Coffee Shop Help is needed on Tuesdays from 1:00 p.m. until 3:30 

p.m.  If you are interested in volunteering or want more information, you 

can contact Karen at 612 -238-5441 or email her at 

klcoons@augustanacare.org. 

Serving in the Augustana Coffee Shop  

Emily Swanson, Barb Eliason, Diane Kragh and Lois Lodin  

      Membership dues are as follows:  

Margaret Victorsen, Representative  Annual Membership ñ$5 

      Annual Contributing ñ$10 

      Life Membership ñ$100 

 

*********************************************************************************  

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                                               

          Whatôs Unique?ò Annual Meeting theme, January 22nd 
 
Thereôs a new tab on the top of River of Lifeôs website, with this question: ñWhatôs 
Unique?ò What do you find at River of Life that you wonôt find at many (or perhaps 
any) other congregations? At our annual meeting, weôll take up this topic, as it helps 
form a vision for who we are and what vision God would have us be about!  
 

 

Kitchen Remodel Complete ï Extra Funds Will Remodel Bathrooms! 
 
Remodeling of the fellowship hall restrooms was an add-on to the kitchen remodel 
plans. We were under budget on the kitchen, and therefore CMC Construction is 
drawing up an estimate for a modest remodel to the existing multiple-stall bathrooms. 
The handicap accessible single stall bathroom will remain the same. Work could per-
haps take place in late winter or early spring.   
 
 
 

Saturday,  December 24  

Christmas Eve service ñ4 pm  

 

Sunday, December 25  

Christmas Day ñ10 am worship service  

 

Saturday, December 31  

Watch Night vigil ñ9:30 pm  



PAGE 8 RIVER OF  LIFE CURRENT   

    
 

 

River of Life Prayer List  
 
 The following people will be included by the pastor in our community prayer time, ac-
cording to the concerns below: 
 

River of Life Prayer List 

 

Bob Benson                 Those Who are Homebound 
Roger Carlson    Helen Elin 
Rudy and Verna Erickson   Lois Harrer 
Phil and Myra Henkel   Dorothy Weber 
Dorothy Jensen     
Diane Kragh 
Helena Livingstone, Gus & Ethel 
Nuwo Livingstone    For Those Who Mourn 
Debbie Magner    Thelma Dukuly 
Pastor Larry Pratt    Joan Nathan 
Claire Ryden     Joseph Roberts 
Emily Swanson 
Partee Zakama 
Eleanor Zaske 
Boyzuway ZayZay 
 

Others in need of prayer 
Harold and Jim, our flower guys 
Myra Borscher, sister of Donna Hemp 
Heather Lodin, grand-niece of Lois Lodin 
Jerome Lund, son of Betty Lund 
Michael Martin, son of Howard Martin 
Bertha Morrison, sister of Mary Adams 
Bill Nathan, son of Joan Nathan 
Jean Rundle, friend of River of Life 
Marguerite  Seibert, aunt of Diane Kragh 
Emanuelna Suah, daughter of Alice Suah 
Baby Jack Toohey, grandson of Joan Toohey 
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Julebord Lutefisk Dinner  
$14.00 per person  

Lutefisk, Meatballs, Lefse,  
Swedish Sausage,  

And all the trimmings!  
 

Noon  
Friday  

December 2, 2011  
 

River of Life Lutheran ð All Stars  
2200 Fremont Ave North  

 

Everyone is Welcome!  
 

See Diane Kragh, Emily Swanson  
or Diana in the office (612)521 -7655 

              to purchase your tickets   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

.  

     December/January Birthdays 
 

December  1        January 1 
 Momolu Kpakelipaye, Chris Livingston    Yassa Sheriff, Moko Topka 
December 2        January 3 
 Alison Brisbin, Sylvia Maanum     Betty Lund, Momolu Zakama 
December 3        January 5 
 Payton Meeks, Kanafae Zodua     Jon Westlund 
December 4        January 8 
 Wannie Freeman       Horace Gbanoe, Vincent Nyemah 
December 5        January 9 
 Presley Karnuah       Dominique Jones 
December 10       January 10 
 Samuel Tarnue       Karen Galvin, Karen Nelson 
December 12       January 11 
 Joe Gratz        Edwin Weedor 
December 14       January 12 
 Chris Parks        Scott Jensen, David Kinapoe 
          Eunice Lerum 
December 15       January 13 
 Nanaquelle Bullah, Abigail Kaiser     Michael Martin 
December 16       January 14 
 Nicholas Holt-Woehl      Jestina Zakama 
 Pastor Lee  Ann Pomrenke, David Reynolds 
December 18       January 16 
 Ben Peterson       Natt Shaajili,a, Maverick Ward 
December 19       January 18 
 Ben ZayZay        Pam Mengelkoch 
December 21       January 19 
 Faith Gratz, Fametta Addae Zubah    Odessa Kamara, Peter Kpannah 
          Alison Lapham,  
          Philmena Nyemah, Mark Swanson 
December 22       January 20 
 Christina Brownell       Darren Lodin 
December 23       January 24 
 Johnson Yekeh,       Alex Blaisdell, Amy Noble 
December 24       January 25 
 Patricia Rogers       Tom Brennan, Daevion Brown 
December 25       January 26 
 Walter Hanson, Virginia Swanson     James Nathan 
December 26       January 27 
 Jeff Brennan        Leelah Foeday 
December 29       January 29 
 Marion Brynjulfson, Thelma Dukuly    James Cain, Larwuo Foeday, 
 Cathy Olson        Russ Nelson 
December 30 
 Diane Kragh 
December 31 
 Helena Livingstone   



  
PAGE 11 RIVER OF  LIFE CURRENT   

 

 

 December Worship Assistants 
 

December 4  
Reader: Cheyenne Reese 
Assisting Minister:  Edwina Vincent 
Communion  Assistants: 
Mary Adams and Patricia Rogers 
Ushers:  Horace Gbanoe and Garmai Tarnue 
Sunday School Teachers: 
Fametta Zubah and Alice Suah 
Money Counter:  Roger Saline 
 
December 11  
Reader:  Jerry Eliason 
Assisting Minister:  Edwina Vincent 
Communion Assistants: 
Jim Gratz and Horace Gbanoe 
Sunday School Teachers: 
Fametta Zubah and Alice Suah 
Money Counter:  Jeff  Skrenes 
 
December 18  
Reader:  Joan Nathan 
Assisting Minister:  Donna Bedin 
Communion Assistants: 
Kathy Gratz and Florence Kpakelipaye 
Sunday School Teachers: 
Fametta Zubah and Alice Suah 
Money Counter:  Bill Stegora 
 
December 25  
Reader:  Jean Myers 
Assisting Minister:  Samuah Juah 
Communion Assistants: 
Martin Lerum and Edwin Weedor 
Sunday School Teachers: 
Fametta Zubah and Alice Suah 
Money Counter:  Mary Adams 
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Wedding Anniversaries for December and January 
 

December 8  Edwin and Viola Weedor 

January 1  Goorpu and James Walker 

January 2  Liz and Larry Drumm  

 

 

Did we forget your birthday or wedding  anniversary??  Call the Church Office at                    

612-521-7655 to add it to our records.  

Weôre on the web 

www.riveroflifelutheran.org 

 


